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Dear Cleveland Hillel Friends, Supporters, Fans and Family,
It is hard to believe that a year has passed already. Yet, here we are, pleased to 
share with all of you the  2016 Fiscal Year Annual Report for the Cleveland Hillel 
Foundation. They say that “time flies when you are having fun”, and all of us here  
in the CLE are having a blast – and especially all of us at Cleveland Hillel. 

The Nation (and the world) has taken notice of our community’s renaissance. 
Whether it is the rebuilding of our City center or the rebirth of Public Square. The 
way Cleveland came together last summer to throw an amazing (and in significant 
part incident free) National Presidential Convention for the Republican Party, or 
just the fact that we “witnessed” the Cavs break Cleveland’s 54 year championship 
drought followed up with the Indians winning the American League Pennant, it 
continues to be a fantastic and wonderful ride indeed. 

Much like our city, the Cleveland Hillel Foundation also has begun a renaissance 
of its own. Over this past year, we developed and executed a number of exciting 
initiatives to move our organization into our newest phase. With a re-focused 
purpose to cultivate strategies to foster Jewish experiences that are truly student-
initiated and student-driven, together, we are creating a community and organization 
that can best be described as “Hillel 2.0”. 

We opened the doors to the new Albert & Norma Geller Hillel Student Center, 
which has proven to be a transformative asset for our outreach and engagement 
efforts. The new building has become an important epicenter for Jewish life on Case 
Western Reserve University’s campus and a key connector with the Cleveland Jewish 
Community. Many students (including lots of new faces) have passed through our 
doors to join in our programs, take part in our student leadership meetings, attend 
Shabbat services and dinner, or simply just to find a place to study and hang out. 

None of this would have been possible without the generosity of our incredible 
donors who include among their number philanthropic families and individuals from 
the Cleveland Jewish Community as well as many alumni from the eleven campuses 
we service. A list of those donors who contributed to this huge project is included in 
this annual report and will be formally recognized on our newly designed recognition 
wall that will be installed this year. Thank you all for making Hillel’s dream of 
community a bright and lasting reality. 

Over this past year, we added several new talented individuals to our team. We 
have welcomed two new Jewish Student Life Coordinators: Madison Dore, a recent 
alumnus of CWRU and Daveed Buzaglo, a recent alumnus of Oberlin. Both were active 
Hillel student leaders while attending to their undergraduate studies. This past fall, 
we brought onboard a new Director of Development, Ari Milgrom, who, in addition 
to his many accomplishments was also a participant in Cleveland Hillel’s  summer 
internship program!  Last but certainly not least, we welcomed Rabbi Megan Doherty 
as our new Director of Hillel and Jewish Campus Life at Oberlin College. She has 
quickly become a part of the Hillel family as well as the Oberlin community. 

With both our new home and team in place, we have turned to focus on the future. 
Cleveland Hillel has just completed an eight-month process to develop a strategic 
plan that will serve as an important roadmap in our development of Hillel 2.0. 
With the help of a robust committee of students, Board members, Hillel staff 
and community members, we have created a plan that emphasizes student-lead 
engagement, leadership and financial stewardship. 

It is our hope to build upon the foundation laid last year. For the coming year, 
we will be looking at ways to improve continually the experiences of our student 
stakeholders – experiences that will be even more meaningful and personal. 
Additionally, we will seek to improve and enhance the proficiencies and Jewish 
educational opportunities of the Hillel Board of Directors and professional staff 
members so that we can meet the challenges facing our students and the needs of 
our community. 

Much has happened this past year, and yet there is still so much more to come. 
Thank you all for your support of Cleveland Hillel, and we cannot wait for you all to 
see what happens next!

Sincerely,

BRADLEY A. SHERMAN		  M. JARED ISAACSON	
PRESIDENT			   EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

	 The Audit report for the year ended June 30, 2016 is 
available on our website. The audit was performed 
by BDO USA, LLP. Please see the Audited Financial 
Statements for complete financial information.

2015/2016 OPERATING FINANCIALS
OPERATING REVENUE - $1,018,461
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Hillel  
Campus Life 
Undergraduate 
Programming

JCLE Graduate Student & Young Professionals

JCLE, a project of the Cleveland Hillel Foundation, is a no-strings attached way to connect 
with other Jewish young professionals (ages 21-29). With many free or deeply subsidized 
events a year, we have set the standard for some of the biggest and best parties and 
events in Cleveland. From large social events that typically attract hundreds to more 
intimate programs. We focus on all types of personalities and interests, whether you are 
looking to meet someone special, network, learn, or socialize. We want you to live your 
very best Jewish life in Cleveland! 
 
“Hillel has had such a positive impact on my life this year. Hosting and attending 
graduate student Shabbat twice a month has given me the opportunity to meet other 
Jewish graduate students from all avenues of study. It has been a great way to expand my 
circle beyond the law school, and being a part of the Jewish community makes Cleveland 
feel more like home.” Alex Lily, 1 L CWRU School of Law, Expected graduation 2019.

“Hillel’s willingness and 
enthusiasm for supporting 
and working with Jewish 

medical students 
made the transition 
into the young 
professional 
community in 

Cleveland seamless. The events 
hosted by Hillel have helped me  

to maintain my connection to my  
Jewish identity. Jesse Drapekin, CWRU  
School of Medicine, 2019.

Shabbat and High Holiday services and meals. Sukkah 
construction, decoration, meals and activities at CWRU, 
CSU, JCU and Oberlin. Passover Seders, lunches, dinners 
and activities. Leadership opportunities with the Hillel 
Undergraduate Leadership Council (HULC) and Cleveland 
Hillel Board. Multiple events during the year focused 
on social engagement, Jewish and interfaith education, 
community service, and culture. Students are encouraged 
to participate in Taglit-Birthright Israel and Onward Israel. 

“Hillel has given me 
a wonderful and 
supportive Jewish 
community on 
campus and I am  
so grateful for it.” 
Hannah Pomerantz
CWRU, 2019

“Oberlin Hillel has been 
great for fostering Jewish 
life on campus, providing 
lots of resources for 
students to do Jewish 
programming and have 
spaces to congregate 
and discuss issues. It has 
provided a wonderful 
community for me 
throughout my time at 
Oberlin, and has allowed 
me to explore my Jewish 
identity in ways I had never 
thought about, from a 
Hillel-organized Birthright 
trip to weekly Shabbat 
dinners.” Simon R. - Oberlin 
College Class of 2017

“My favorite Hillel memory 
is when we teamed up 
with La Alianza, the Latin 
student group and cooked 
both Jewish and Latino food 
together, and had dinner 
and great conversations.” 
Talia Adler, CWRU, 2018

THE CLEVELAND HILLEL 
FOUNDATION HAS ACTIVE 
STUDENT GROUPS AT:
• 	Case Western Reserve  

University (CWRU)
•  Cleveland State 

University (CSU)
•  John Carroll University 

(JCU)
•  Oberlin College
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“Hillel’s willingness and 
enthusiasm for supporting 
and working with Jewish 

medical students 
made the transition 
into the young 
professional 
community in 

Cleveland seamless. The events 
hosted by Hillel have helped me  

to maintain my connection to my  
Jewish identity. Jesse Drapekin, CWRU  
School of Medicine, 2019.

Summer Internship Program
44 college students from 27 different colleges and universities participated 
in the 2016 SIP CLE. Interns were successfully placed with 35 employers in 18 
different industries all over Northeast Ohio. 

Interns also participated in a professional networking evening, connected 
with community leaders, and were guided on tours of University Circle, 
Midtown, Hingetown, Gordon Square Arts District, Ohio City and the newly 
revitalized Downtown.
 
• 	85% indicated that their interest in living and working in Cleveland after 

college increased as a result of participating in this program

•	 95% indicated that their comfort level networking Improved over the course 
of the summer 97% gained valuable work experience and professional 
skills this summer

“The beauty of this program is not just matching college juniors and seniors 
with wonderful companies and organizations, but also introducing us to parts 
of a city that we all grew up in but never knew existed.”  
Joshua Payne, College of Wooster, Class of 2018

 “Interning at the Case Western Reserve University’s Center for International 
Affairs was a really great experience. I got to work on my professional 
development skills, and meet a lot of interesting leaders from Cleveland  
and around the world.” Hannah Feldman, Tufts University, Class of 2018

Israel programs and activities 
are an essential part of our 
Hillel. We are committed 
to fostering balanced and 
informed dialogue about 
Israel on campus. We seek to 
provide every Jewish student 
with an opportunity to 
explore and build an enduring 
relationship with Israel. Using 
educational and social tools, 
our Israel Fellow and program 
staff support our students 
to articulate why Israel is 
an important role in their 
personal Jewish identities. 

Israel 
Campus Life 
Israel Advocacy

“Our Israel programs at CWRU 
is an important part of my 
Jewish Identity. I am grateful 
for the opportunity to share 
with my community something 
I am so passionate about, while 
also learning and growing. 
Being a member of the  
pro-Israel group connected 
me with other friends who 
share this passion and helped 
us raise awareness of the 
importance of the state of 
Israel and having an open 
discussion with others.”  
Samantha Jacobs, Member of 
Israel’s CWRU, 2016



Doron Kalir
M & J Shafran Foundation
Renee B. Fisher Foundation
Brian Robbins
Barbara & Rob Roswell
Evie & Gordon Safran
Mary Ann & Gary Shamis
Barbara R. Snyder
 
$250-$499
Hillel Chiel & Elizabeth Dreben
Rayna Karoll
Mildred Shelby Heller 
	 Memorial Fund
Iris & Gerald Zahler
Ellen & Howard Cooper
Robinn & Daniel Magid
Porath Print Source
Paula & Daniel Dreyfuss
Gina Beim & Mark Freeman
Saul Genuth
Jill Korbin
Nancy & Allan Lerner
Jeff McPeak
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Rosalyn & Harry Abraham
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BDO USA, LLP
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	 Foundation Inc.
Sandy & Lawrence Golden
Seth Goldman & Julie Farkas
Rebecca & David Heller
Suellen & Lawrence Kadis
Lesley & Jonathan Kaye
Sharon & John Marcus
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	 Foundation
Sharon & Larry Newman
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RETIRING BOARD MEMBER	 	
Steven Rudow	
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Liza Friedman	  
Dana Goldberg   
Anna Seiger
Jenna Sholk 	  
Nicole Simonovic

T H A N K YO U TO O U R CO N T R I B U TO R S + J U LY 1 ,  2015 -  J U N E 30,  2016
Without generous donors, Cleveland 
Hillel Foundation could not possibly 
provide the variety of programs it 
does. We are grateful to all of our 
alumni, the faculty and staff on the 
campuses where we provide Hillel 
programs, community members, 
Renaissance Society members, 
foundations and philanthropic funds, 
businesses, the donors for our new 
home, The Albert & Norma Geller 
Hillel Student Center at Case Western 
Reserve University and of course, the 
Jewish Federation of Cleveland for 
their constant support of  Hillel.  
Thank you all for being our partners.
 
We appreciate the generosity of all our 
donors. Space limitations prohibit us 
from publishing the names of all our 
donors. Please see our website for a 
complete list. 

$10,000 AND ABOVE
Jewish Federation of Cleveland
Esther & Hyman Rapport 
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David & Inez Myers Foundation
The Harry K. Fox & Emma R. Fox 
	 Charitable Foundation
Audrey & Albert Ratner
Lawrence C. Sherman 
	 Family Foundation
Mt. Sinai Health Care Foundation
 
$2,500-$9,999
Leonard, Lillian, Faye, Albert B. 	
	 & Audrey G. Ratner DAF
The Albert B. & Audrey G. 
	 Ratner Family Foundation
Sandra & Tim Wuliger  
	 Family Fund
Dan & Ellen Zelman  
	 Family Foundation
Robert Immerman
Marbeach Foundation 
	 Philanthropic Fund
Meisel Family Foundation
Nathan & Fannye Shafran 	
	 Foundation
Loree & Steven Potash
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PAST PRESIDENTS
Michael Bennett	 Armond Budish	
Deborah Coleman	 Mindy Davidson	
Harold Friedman***	 Scott Garson
Henry Goodman	 William Heller	
Nancy K. Levin	 Bruce Mandel	
Sam Mantel***	 Hedy Milgrom
Zachary Paris	 Elisabeth Plax	
Elaine Rocker***	 Susan Schermer	
Harvey Siegel	 Scott Siegel

HONARY LIFE DIRECTORS
Bertha Jaffe 	
Rabbi Shimon Brand

OFFICERS/DIRECTORS 2016
Bradley A. Sherman, President
Gregg Levine, Vice President
Stephen Monto, Vice President
Joseph Shafran, Vice President
Aaron S. Evenchik, Secretary
Marc Borstein, Treasurer

Talia Adler**		
Josh Altschuler**
Jennifer Cohen		
David Fishbach
Jesse Drapekin**		
Joel Fox		
Lydia Yomtovian Frankel	
Michael Frayman		
Francine B. Golden*		
Amalia Haas		
Peter Haas		
Debbie Hoffman*		
Michael Holub		
Mark Jacobs		
Justin Kadis		
Doron Kalir		
Daryl Kertesz		
Jennifer Korach		
Jonathan A. Leebow		
Tanya Linetsky		
Roland Moskowitz		
Marilyn Oif		
Steven Rudow		
Elissa Schooler**		
Ivan Schwarz		
Carla Tricarichi*		
Norman Wain		
Andrew Zelman

* Members at Large serving  
  on the Executive Committee
** Student Board Members
*** Of Blessed Memory

Nancy & Adam Levin
Lee & Peter Haas
David & Robert Stein  
	 Family Foundation
Lydia & Michael Frankel
Sharon & Jamie Lebovitz
The Bennett and Donna 		
	 Yanowitz Family Foundation
Marilyn & Kenneth Oif
Debbie & Rick Hoffman
Jennifer & Ben Cohen
Shelley & David Fishbach
Fran & Donald Golden
Kerry & Daryl Kertesz
Jennifer & Randall Korach
Jonathan Leebow
Peta & Roland Moskowitz
Ivan Schwarz
Michal & Steven Soclof
Carolann & Martin Cohen
Ellen E. & Victor J. Cohn    	   	
	 Supporting Foundation  
	 of the Jewish Community
Fred Rzepka & Anne Rzepka 		
	 Family Foundation
Rochelle & Harley Gross
Anita & William Heller
Aviva Jezer & Jeffrey M. 		
	 Rothschild
Julie & Howard Kass
Nancy & Joel Kay
Stephanie & Jared Miller
Milton & Tamar Maltz  
  Family Foundation
Naomi G. & Edwin Z. Singer 		
	 Family Fund
Nathan & Regina Herman  
	 Charitable Foundation
Nancy & Irving Oleinick
Char Portman
Madlyn & Richard Primoff
Marlene Ricanati
Stewart Vogel
Laura & Daniel Wolkoff

$500-$999
Renee & Murray Nadel
Sharon & Bruce Rosenbaum
Laura & Andrew Goldberg
Cari & Gary Gross
Deborah & Zachary Paris
Ruth & Phil Hoffman 		
	 Memorial Endowment Fund
Adrienne & Harvey Siegel
The Park Synagogue
Abby & Tom Abelson
Shari & Stephen Reiches
Kareen & Michael Caputo
Mindy & Martin Davidson
Courtney & Aaron Evenchik
Factor Finders—PRN 		
	 Funding, LLC
Nancy Friedman
Karen Isaacson
Jack Jaffe

CLEVELANDHILLEL .ORG •  216.231.0040 •  CULTIVATING JEWISH LIFE ON CAMPUS AND IN THE COMMUNITY

MISSION STATEMENT
To engage and empower Jewish young adults through exceptional 
programming and experiences that foster active Jewish life on and 
off college campuses and in the Cleveland Jewish community.

VISION STATEMENT
To help insure that every Jewish young adult will have a lifelong 
Jewish identity and a commitment to Jewish life and community.
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Thank you to our New Building Donors  
Helping Cultivating Jewish Life on Campus and in the Community

Albert and Norma Geller
William and Anita Heller
Irving I. Stone Foundation
Nina and Norman Wain Family Foundation
The Goldberg, Ponsky and Frankel Families 
Harry K. and Emma R. Fox Charitable Foundation
Jonathan A. Leebow and Family
Robert A. Immerman Family Foundation
The Nathan and Fannye Shafran Foundation
Linda and Clifford Wolf Family
The Wuliger Family
Sally and Larry Sears
Zack and Debby Paris
Susan and David Kabakoff
Howard G. Epstein, MD and Gregg A. Levine
The Feldman - Wehn Family
Howard Geller, Robin and Ted Diamond,  
  David and Ellen Geller, Dan and Laura Geller
Elisabeth and Bradley Sherman
Penni and Stephen Weinberg
Audrey and Albert Ratner, Susan and James Ratner,  
  Deborah and Ron Ratner,  
  Ilana and Charles Horowitz Ratner
Nancy K. and Adam Levin and Family
Adrienne and Harvey Siegel 
Leonard and Heddy Rabe
Jay and Jeanie Schottenstein
Sharon and Bruce Rosenbaum

The Maurice and Shirley Saltzman  
  Family Foundation
Beth and Rand Curtiss
Michael and Jane Horvitz 
Marc and Pamela Borstein
Candy and Brent Grover and Charlie Grover
KPMG Foundation
Darrell and Andria Young
Rita and Bruce Mandel
Barbara and Alan Rosskamm
Harold E. and Nancy Friedman
Howard Guggenheim
Marlene Ricanati
Ernst & Young Foundation
Kim and Tom Littman
Roger A. and Lynn Lieberman Ritvo
Cohen Community Foundation
Ezekiel Freed
Deborah S. Freedman
Senkfor Family Foundation
Janet  Hankin
Rebecca & Michael Gordon
Amy and Marc Morgenstern
Tom I. Abelson
Robert N. Strassfeld
Charles Michael Miller
Jeffrey L. Sunshine
Jewish Community Foundation  
  of Greater Phoenix

Adam Covitch
M. William Sadock
Joan Freedman Eigner
The Dramelary Fund
Benico Barzilai
Elliot H. Berkman
Birns Family Foundation Trust
David L. Klein
Jay R. Bishko
Linda R. Zipp
Martha L. Lepow
Michael L. Nacht
Charles I. Rosner
David G. Mayer
Donald J. Snider
Fred J. Livingstone
Harold H. Koppel
Neil B. Goldstein
Richard A. Rosner
Faith Silver Simmons
Joyce W. Goldstein
Lois Lenore Marcus
Alise Rachel Panitch
Jessica Raquel Levin
Wendy Susan Graham
Robert A. Mendelson
Stanley A. Hirsch
Steven J. Goulder
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Cleveland Hillel Foundation Staff

REGIONAL 
Jared Isaacson, Executive Director
Kim Littman, CPA, Business Director
Ari Milgrom, Development Director
Tal Damari, Israel Fellow
Kathleen McCarthy, Office Manager

CLEVELAND METRO
Jill D. Ross, Cleveland Hillel Metro Director
Madison Dore, Jewish Student Life Coordinator
Andrea Weiser, JCLE/Graduate Student Program Director

SUMMER INTERNSHIP PROGRAM 
Shawna L. Rosner, Summer Internship Program Director
Michelle Winograd, Summer Internship Program  
Recruitment Coordinator

OBERLIN 
Rabbi Megan Doherty, Director of Hillel and Jewish Campus Life
Samia Mansour, Assistant Director 
Daveed Buzaglo, Jewish Student Life Coordinator
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THE ALBERT and NORMA GELLER  
HILLEL STUDENT CENTER AT 
CASE WESTERN RESERVE UNIVERSITY

11303 Euclid Avenue
Cleveland, Ohio 44106
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Five years ago we set out together 
to create a new home for Jewish life 
on campus in Cleveland. Today, the 
Cleveland Hillel Foundation is proud to 
be completing its first full year in the 
Albert & Norma Geller Hillel Student 
Center. We are extremely grateful to 
all of those who helped make this 
building possible, and thank them  
for their generosity and vision.

Facebook.com/ClevelandHillel

@clevelandhillel 
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